Herpes simplex encephalitis mimicking mumps.
A 16-year-old male diabetic patient presented with bilateral salivary gland swellings followed by encephalitis. The EEG did not show the characteristic periodic lateralising epileptic discharges. Neuro-imaging disclosed compromise of temporal and frontal lobes as well as brain stem which correlated well with his clinical deterioration. Serology and frontal brain biopsy were positive for herpes simplex virus while mumps titers were not significant. Despite delayed acyclovir therapy, the patient recovered enough to be discharged home with a permanent pseudobulbar palsy. Herpes simplex encephalitis involving zones other than temporal lobes is exceptional. To our knowledge, there are no reported cases of pseudobulbar palsy as a sequelae of HSV encephalitis.